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OUR MISSION

The mission of the Fund for Assistance is to support the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia, speci cally, the moral-spiritual education of youth, and the support
of clergy, abroad and in Russia.

Message from FFA president
In re ecting over the last year, we have much to be , -
grateful for, and yet we also face tremendous challenges , , -

as an organization. ,

In comparing 2012 with 2011, disbursements went up

a whopping 110%, to $727k. s brings our disburse- 2011 ., 2012 .
ment ratio (disbursement as a percentage of income) to 110%  $720 000. . ., -
198%, which is clearly unsustainable. We intended to 198% - , ,

disburse the balance from the prior year, ensuring the
money is put to good use. However, donations fell by , . ,
59% to $367k. s was driven primarily from the lack of 59%  $367 000.
activity of a key donor sponsor, whose economic situa- >
tion had changed. Partly compensating for this loss, do- ,
nations from appeals increased by 15% to total $69k. . -
Clearly, we have an opportunity to focus on driving - 15% ($69 000).
more appeals for 2013. , -
2013 .

e list of worthy projects sponsored and lives a ected
is too long to do justice with a short summary le er. We -
are proud to have continued our tradition of supporting , ,
Youth, Clergy in Need, and providing Emergency Relief, ,
thanks also to your continued support. . ,

Please remember us in your prayers and contributions. ,
100% of your donation is directed to the cause YOU
designate. God Bless!
. 100%
Mark Selawry
President . !
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CLERGY /

Having received a grant  om the
FFA, Fr. loann was able to receive
treatment in Moldo a, where he
could restore his health at a much
more a ordable rate. Had it not
been for the FFA, he may have
been crippled for a lifetime.
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Fr loann Barbus

Although a severely injured knee
made serving in church excruciatingly
painful for Fr. loann Barbus (rector
of Holy Trans guration Russian
Orthodox Church, Baltimore, MD) he
persisted for several months. Standing
during long services, carrying
the heavy Liturgical Gospel and
Chalice, and censing the church was
agonizingly painful. Fr. loann urgently
needed an operation, but having no
health insurance, could not receive
medical care. His family couldnt
a ord the operation, and the parish
was too poor to collect even a small
part of the needed sum. According
to parish treasurer, matushka Natalia
Shenilo , Having received a grant
from the FFA, Fr. loann was able to
receive treatment in Moldova, where
he could restore his health at a much
more a ordable rate. Had it not
been for the FFA, he may have been
crippled for a lifetime.
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Wk at the FFA are very honored to have contributed
towards such an honorable cause.
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Holy Trinity Seminary scholarships

Twenty four year old Anthony Williams had never con-
sidered a secular career. e only thing he really wanted
to do was to learn more about the Orthodox Church and
how best to serve Her. e Holy Trinity Seminary (HTS)
in Jordanville, NY, seemed the best place to study the
subjects that interested him: Russian Language, Church
Slavonic, Music, Church History, Old and New Testament,
etc. Unfortunately, the tuition at HTS, despite being com-
paratively inexpensive, was still too much for him pay. My
family was in no position to help me pay for it, and | was
not able to work a secular job at the Monastery due to its
location and the rigorous daily schedule, said Williams.

ere were times when | truly did not know whether |
would be able to continue my education due to insuf-

cient funds.

Many other seminarians were experiencing nancial dif-
culties as well. Eager to support our future clergy, the

Fund for Assistance gave a grant to Holy Trinity Seminary,

which bene ted ten seminarians, including Williams.

| am tremendously grateful for the assistance that allowed

me to continue my studies at HTS, said Williams.  ank
God, | graduated this year from HTS debt-free, which
gave me to freedom to immediately begin working and
saving money for my wedding in July.
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On behalf of our Monastic Community I wish to express our deepest gratitude to the FFA for your
constant interest and help, and to each generous soul who has donated money to support our mission
work in Mexico, wrote Fr. Nektariy. e assure you of our humble but constant prayers for the well-
being of you all. May our Holy Lord always reward you accordingly, with many Gi s om Abo e!

EMERGENCY RELIEF /

HOLY TRINITY SKETE IN MEXICO CITY
2KZ2P92RPNTONG 20n2 K QAENOP

When Mexico City was hit by a 7.8 earth-
quake in March 2012, the brotherhood of
Holy Trinity Skete considered itself very
blessed: no one was hurt, but the cupola,
several walls, as well as the oor inside the
building were damaged. Rainy season was
approaching, and even a slight delay in

xing the damage would have required a
much larger sum.

2007 . ,
e monastery, founded in 2007, has four 4 ,
monks and is very active in the local community. In the last 2 7
two years, it has started to minister to seven Orthodox mis- ¢ . -

sions in South America. e brethren also provide medical

and psychological aid in Russian to alcoholics and drug ad-

dicts, and victims of domestic violence; legal assistance to -
Russian women in cases the Mexican husband doesnt sup- , ;

port an Orthodox lifestyle or abuses his wife or children;

assists the needy and the unemployed. ey teach the fun- - ;-
damentals of the Orthodox faith to their parishioners and ;

accept pilgrims from all over the country. ;

Over the last several years the monastery has barely made ,

ends meet, surviving by selling monastery honey and vege- , ,

tables, bakery products, and using the abbots salary to pay , -
bills  schema archimandrite Nektariy teaches several di er-

ent subjects at local universities. e skete had no money , -
for repairs, and staying on the monastery grounds a er the

quake became more and more dangerous.

anks to the generosity of our donors, FFA was able to collect 6600 ,
over $6,600, which allowed the brethren to make the neces- , -
sary repairs and pay o their water bills for the last half year.






