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VESTNIK

News from the frontlines of our Church

Dear Friend,
Every story in this newsletter has one thing in common: you.

Because of your generosity, a baby in Haiti received life-changing surgery. A
growing monastery in Mexico can keep its doors open. Orthodox families in Jamaica
will have safe roofs over their heads. Young people will gather this summer to deepen
their faith. A hardworking man who lost everything in the California wildfires can
once again serve his community. Orthodox scholarship continues to flourish, and

taithful priests around the world are encouraged to keep serving Christ and His
Church.

These are not simply projects of the Fund for Assistance. They are your
accomplishments.

We hope these pages remind you that every gift—whether large or small—is
transformed into real help for real people. Thank you for standing with suffering
Orthodox Christians and helping the Church grow in places where hope is often in
short supply.

May God abundantly bless you for your kindness and keep you and your loved
ones in His care.

With gratitude in Christ,

Mark Selawry
FEFA President



A Community That Cares

When the California wildfires destroyed Brett's home, they also destroyed the
tools he depended on to earn a living.

A devoted Orthodox Christian, Brett spends his days caring for church
property, helping parishioners, and growing fresh produce in community gardens for
tamilies in need. After the fire, be was left with almost nothing.

You didn't let him face that loss alone.

Friends of the Fund for Assistance contributed $4,125.91 - far more than the $1,000
needed to replace Brett's tools. Thanks to a generous matching gift, additional wildfire
victims could also receive help.

Just as moving as the financial support was the kindness behind it. One donor
learned that Brett had lost his work boots in the fire and immediately asked for his
shoe size so a new pair could be sent.

That simple gesture says so much about our Orthodox community.

Thank you for responding with such compassion. Because of your generosity,
Brett can return to the work he loves—serving his parish, tending gardens, and

helping feed those in need.

Your Generosity Keeps the Monastery's Doors Open

Because of your compassion, Fr. Nektariy and the brotherhood in Mexico City
can continue their ministry with confidence.

Kind donors like contributed $16,898 - enough to provide six months of rent
for the monastery.

Although the Orthodox mission in Mexico City continues to grow, the local
economy makes it difficult for the monastery to become financially self-sufficient. To
make ends meet, the brethren - especially Fr. Nektariy - work outside jobs while
continuing to serve the Church and care for the faithful. Fr.Nektariy works much
more than any other person we’ve ever met. But he still carries the enormous weight
of responsibility: for the monastery, for the brethren, for parishioners...



Your generosity eases that burden. And that is priceless.

Instead of worrying about whether the next rent payment can be made, the
brotherhood can focus on welcoming visitors, celebrating the Divine Services, and
strengthening the Orthodox witness in Mexico.

Thank you for helping preserve this growing mission. Fr. Nektariy and the

brethren remember their benefactors in prayer and are deeply grateful for your
kindness.

Your kindness brings relief to Jamaica

Your compassion has brought hope to Orthodox families in Jamaica.

Thanks to your generosity, friends of the Fund for Assistance contributed
$11,835 to help the Russian Orthodox Mission in Jamaica. Combined with the Fund's
matching gift, the mission will receive $21,835 to care for those who have suffered

hardship.

Your gifts will help repair damaged roofs and doors, making homes safe again.
They will also provide food, clean water, and medicine for faithful families facing
difficult circumstances.

Every repaired roof means a family can sleep under shelter. Every meal and
every medicine purchased reminds someone that they have not been forgotten.

Because of You, Baby Jayden Has a Future

When baby Jayden was born in Haiti, his family received heartbreaking news.
He had spina bifida, a serious condition that required urgent surgery if he was to have
hope for a healthy future.

The operation cost $2,500 - far beyond what his family could ever afford.

Jayden's mother and grandparents refused to give up. They borrowed what they
could from friends and neighbors and made the dangerous journey to Port-au-Prince,



where they found shelter with the ROCOR community. There, the Fund for
Assistance learned of their desperate situation.

Thanks to your generosity, the money was provided. Jayden received the
surgery he needed.

Today, he is recovering well.

"It would have been impossible to save his life without your help," Jayden's
mother says with gratitude.

Your kindness has given this little boy something every child deserves: the
chance to grow, to walk, to play, and - God willing - to live a full life of faith and

service.

Thank you for remembering those who are suffering and forgotten. Because of
your compassion, one more child has been given hope.

Fr Augustin: ""This Brings Great Joy and Relief"

When Fr. Augustin in Haiti learned that friends of the Fund for Assistance had
contributed more than $5,000 to support his ministry and St. Irenaeus Orthodox
School, he wrote:

"I thank God for this good news, which brings great joy and relief. By the grace
of God our Lord, through your dedication and the generous hearts of the benefactors,
I will be able to continue working for the development of Orthodoxy in Haiti. I thank
you all from the bottom of my heart, and may the Lord bless you."

Those words come from a priest who has sacrificed greatly for his parish. In
the past, Fr. Augustin even sold his wedding rings to keep the mission going.

Your generosity has lifted a tremendous burden from his shoulders.

Because of your support, St. Irenaeus Orthodox School can continue providing
children with an education rooted in the Orthodox faith while helping strengthen the
Church in Haiti for generations to come.

Thank you for standing beside Fr. Augustin and the faithful people he serves.
Your kindness is making a lasting difference.



Youth Conference Goal Exceeded!

Thanks to your generosity, 2025 St. Herman's Youth Conferences are fully
funded.

Kind friends like you contributed $15,587.60, surpassing the goal by $587.60.

Because of your kindness, preparations are now underway for all three conferences.

Each year, these conferences give Orthodox young people an opportunity to
deepen their faith, build lasting friendships, and return home eager to become more
active in the life of their parish. For many, the experience becomes a turning point in
their spiritual lives.

Your generosity is making that possible.

Thank you for investing in the next generation of Orthodox Christians. May
God bless you for the hope you have given these young people.

Supporting Orthodox Scholarship

Your generosity does more than help meet urgent needs - it also strengthens
the educational mission of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia.

One of the projects you help make possible is ROCOR Studies, an important
resource dedicated to the history, theology, and legacy of the Russian Orthodox
Church Abroad.

To thank friends of the Fund for Assistance for their faithful support,
Protodeacon Andrei Psarev - editor of ROCOR Studies and Professor of Church
History and Canon Law at Holy Trinity Seminary - is offering FFA supporters a 50%
discount on a one-year subscription to his daily Substack newsletter.

The publication features thoughtful, research-based reflections on Orthodox
history, theology, and the rich heritage of ROCOR.

We are grateful to Fr. Andrei for this generous gesture, and especially gratetul
to you. Your support continues to strengthen the Church—not only through works
of mercy, but also by preserving and sharing the Orthodox history and faith for future
generations.



P.S. What Will Your Will Say About You?

Several years ago, a faithful supporter quietly remembered the Fund for
Assistance in his will before departing to the Lord.

Years later, that final act of generosity is still bearing fruit.

His bequest continues helping struggling clergy families, supporting missions,
teeding the hungry, caring for those in crisis, and strengthening the Russian Orthodox

Church Outside Russia in places most people will never see.

In fact, some of the ministries you’ve read about in this newsletter were made
possible, in part, because ozne person chose to leave behind not only possessions... but

compassion.

That’s the extraordinary thing about a legacy gift. Long after we are gone, our

values continue speaking.
Our faith continues working. Our love continues helping others.
And perhaps that raises an important question for all of us:
What story will your will tell?

Order your free bequest guide today to see how easy it is to leave a gift that will
strengthen your Church for generations to come. Call us at 917-817-2925 or e-mail
info@fundforassistance.org
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