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Your support allowed me to nish seminary, « »
reader Anthony Williams -

I had always known that a secular career was not what | wanted.
Although | enjoyed my studies, my main interest was always the
Church: the services, the Churchs history, Holy Scripture, church
music, Church-Slavonic, etc. | always planned to serve the Church in
some capacity when | grew up.

Taking my fathers advice, | enrolled at Holy Trinity Seminary in
Jordanville when | was 17.  ere | continued my study of Russian
and familiarized myself with Dogmatic  eology, History, Pastoral

eology, Patrology, and much more. | also met many wonderful
people there, with whom | hope to remain in touch for the rest of my
life, even if service to the Church takes us far apart.

Although the seminarys tuition is fairly inexpensive  especially
compared to that of other universities it was still beyond my means.
e monastery is situated in a very small town, where it is hard to nd
work; and besides that, the seminarians are expected to take partin the
life of the monastery, which is very full; so it is practically impossible
to work a secular job and study at the same time.  ere were times
when I wondered whether | would be able to continue my studies.

Glory to God, | and several other seminarians received help from
the FFA. | graduated this year free of debt, which allowed me to save
money for my wedding in July.

Today my wife and | live in Pennsylvania, where | serve at as small
parish as a reader and occasionally as choir director. - !

I would like to thank the FFA with all my heart for their help to me . I
during my seminary studies.

Reader Anthony Williams
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Warmth in the Midst of the Cold New York Winter

At 5 a.m. Brother Lev began to clear the snow o the path to the
church there was justenough time to do it before Liturgy. It was
-4 F, and an icy wind was stinging his face. He was frozen to the
marrow and was having comforting thoughts about there being
just enough time to warm himself in his cell before the service.
However, when he got back to his cell the radiator was cold; the
old furnaces were not always able to cope with the cold New York
winters, but Holy Trinity Monastery did not have the money to
repair them. e monks and visitors complain that it is very
cold in some of the rooms. We need to resolve this issue, but at
the same time we need to stop using these dangerous radiators
in the rooms, says Archimandrite Luke, the monastery s abbot.

We recently replaced the boilers in the basement. Now we need
to replace the old pipes and renovate the building so that all the

oors are at the same temperature.  isisa huge problem for us
at present.

Holy Trinity Monastery has never been wealthy in a worldly
sense. e monastery was founded in 1930, and its buildings
were built on the immigrants very scanty means and from
the cheapest materials. It has been almost 90 years, and the
buildings and pipelines have fallen into serious disrepair. e
monks repaired the damages and patched the holes as best they
could, and carried on with their main task: to pray for their
fellow Christians and for the whole world.

Last year, however, the situation took an unexpected and serious
turn. e government of the state of New York required that the
monastery immediately remove the decaying oil tanks that were
leaking kerosene intothesoil. e monastery wasin no condition
to pay the $300,000 needed for the disposal of the tanks, so they
had to make budget cuts wherever possible.  eir food budget,
for instance, was dramatically downsized. For a long period of
time the monastery s diet consisted solely of beans, even on great
feasts.

Although the FFAs bylaws do not permit it to make donations for
the construction or repair of buildings, we knew that the members
of our Church could not remain indi erent to the hardships
faced by our diasporas lavra a lavra that has nurtured entire
generations of clergy for the whole Russian Church Abroad.

anks to a successful campaign launched by the fund, we
collected around $105,000 for the monastery. Consequently,
the monasterys resources, which would have gone towards
medical insurance, food, and other needs of the monastery and
its inhabitants, were spent on the urgently needed repairs. e
monks and seminarians are now provided with such essentials
as electricity, heating, and hot water.

is warmth provided to the monastery brethren is due to the
generosity of our donors, and the brethren pray earnestly for them
at every Liturgy. May the Lord bless you for your generosity!

For more information,

please see our website

fundforassistance.org
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Chile: A new car brings Liturgy to the faithful

For Fr. Alexei, an umbrella was an essential thing to have. He had lost
the last two within a week of purchasing them both times on a bus,
on the way to serve Liturgy. A er making sure that his suitcase which
was even more essential  was all right, Fr. Alexei got o the bus. It was
getting ready to storm.  ere was no one there to meet him this time,
so he shi ed his suitcase into a more comfortable position and set o
on foot. A strong wind picked up, and it began to rain. It was awkward
carrying a heavy suitcase in one hand and an umbrella in the other: it
was also ine ective. A sharp gust of wind tore the umbrella away and
carried it o . Fr. Alexei only sighed, without setting his old suitcase
down even for an instant: it contained his vestments, liturgical Gospel
book, and vessels. My suitcase is my church, hewould o en say. Were
he to lose his suitcase, hundreds of the country s inhabitants would be
deprived of the Liturgy.

Although it is a short drive to the house in Concepcion where the
community meets on Sundays, it takes much more time for Fr. Alexei to
prepare for each Liturgy than it does for other priests. e community
holds services in a house loaned to them by local Arabs who have
embraced the Orthodox Faith, but the parishioners have to bring all
the liturgical accessories themselves: not only the vestments, books,
and vessels, but also the altar table, analogion, candle stands, icons, etc.

anks to Fr. Alexeis e orts, the mission has grown in strength and
numbers over the last years. Only 15 years ago there was not a single

Orthodox parish in Concepcion, the second largest city in Chile. Today
more than two dozen people attend the Liturgy on Sundays.

Fr. Alexei arrived at church thoroughly soaked. He did not catch cold
this time, but that has happened in the past. Every month Fr. Alexei
travels between three missions, two of which are a seven-hour drive
from Concepcion, where he lives. Getting to parishioners quickly had
been out of the question: Fr. Alexei s secular job as a professor supports
his family, but there is no money for a taxi, and it is extremely di cult
to use public transportation, trying to make transfers while carrying a
suitcase.  ere was only one option: to purchase a car. When another
service had been cancelled because Fr. Alexei had yet again fallen ill
due to a soaking by tropical rain, it became clear that things could not
go on in this way: a car must be bought.

Since Fr. Alexei did not have enough money, he turned to the FFA for
help. A er purchasing a used car, the rstthing he did was bring alarge
wood-carved cruci x to Concepcion for the feast of the Exaltation of
the Cross. e cruci x was a gi to the parish from a cra sman in
Santiago.

Travelling from parish to parish now takes up much less time, and the
absence of an umbrella no longer threatens the church services and Fr.
Alexei s health!  ank you to everyone who helped Fr. Alexei!
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For more-ifformation, please see our website fundforassistance.org
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